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BILLS THAT PASSED

HB 667/SB 342 – Peace orders – Extension of Duration – This bill will allow for a 6 month extension of a peace order after notice to the respondent and a hearing for good cause shown.  
HB 666/SB 480 – Courts – Peace Orders – Penalties – This bill increases the penalties for a second or subsequent violation of a peace order to a fine not exceeding $2500 or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or both.  

HB 407/SB 747 - Domestic Violence - Cruelty Toward a Pet or Service Animal – This bill will authorize a judge at a temporary or final protective order hearing to award temporary possession of any pet of the person eligible for relief or the respondent.  
HB 510 – Criminal Law – Peace Orders, Stalking, and Harassment – This bill increases the penalties for a second or subsequent violation of the harassment law.   .  
HB 647/SB 317 – Homeowners Insurance – Victims of Crimes of Violence – Discrimination Prohibited  - This bill would prohibit insurers based solely on information about an individual’s status as a victim of a crime of violence to take certain actions relating to a homeowner’s insurance policy or denying payment to an innocent co-insured person.  
HB 162/SB 178 - Criminal Law - Child Neglect – This bill creates a new crime of misdemeanor child neglect which prohibits a parent, family member, household member, or other person who has permanent or temporary care or custody or responsibility for supervision of a minor from neglecting the minor.  We will need to review this bill carefully and make sure our clients understand how the law is defining neglect.   
HB 402/SB 139 - Family Law - Grounds for Absolute Divorce – This bill changes the amount of time required for the parties to have lived separate and apart without cohabitation in a divorce.  It does away with the 1 year voluntary and 2 year statutory divorce and replaces it with requiring just a 1 year separation. 

What happened to bills HRM was supporting?
HB 820/SB 651 Crimes - Domestic Violence Assault – This bill would create a separate crime of domestic violence.  This is important for two reasons.  First, it allows enhanced penalties for crimes of domestic violence.  Second, it allows for much easier tracking of domestic violence cases, creating a greater level of accountability.  Judges, law enforcement, court commissioners, probation agents, etc. would be fully aware if a defendant had been convicted of past domestic violence assaults.  No vote in Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee or House Judiciary Committee.
HB 819/SB 593 – Crimes – Definition of Serious Physical Injury – Strangulation and Suffocation – This bill would make the crime of strangulation a first degree assault.  Passed the Senate on a vote of 46 – 0.  No vote in the House Judiciary Committee 
HB 663 - Crimes – Committing a Crime of Violence in the Presence of a Minor –  Penalties – This bill would add an enhanced penalty to the first and second degree assault statutes so that any assault, including a domestic violence assault, committed in the presence of a child may permit the court to impose additional jail time.  Passed in the House on a vote of 135 – 1.  No vote in the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee 
HB 416/SB 653 -  Family Law – Domestic Violence – Definition of Abuse Protective Order amendments – This bill would amend the definition of abuse for a protective order so that it includes harassment, malicious destruction of property and trespass.  These are both included in the definition of abuse under the peace order.  Unfavorable report by House Judiciary Committee.

SB 50 - Criminal Procedure - Victim's Compensation - Temporary Lodging for Domestic Violence – This bill would make victims of domestic violence eligible for an award from the Criminal Injuries Compensation Fund for up to 14 days of temporary lodging.  Passed Senate on a vote of 46 – 0.  No vote in the House Judiciary Committee 
HB 386/SB 667 - Education - Tween/Teen Dating Violence - Requiring the State Board of Education to adopt in the public schools a program to educate students about dating violence on or before a specified date; requiring the program to include education on services provided to victims of dating violence; altering the definition of "victim of domestic violence" for specified provisions of law; requiring the Governor to proclaim the first week in February each year "Tween/Teen Dating Violence Education and Awareness Week"; etc.   Unfavorable report in Senate Environmental Health and Education Committee.  
SB 674 – Domestic Violence – Protective Orders – Additional Relief – In addition to any other relief currently available under the protective order, this bill would allow a judge to order any other appropriate relief.  No vote in the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee.

SB 650 – Peace Orders – Surrender of Firearms – This bill would allow a judge to order the surrender of firearms at a temporary peace order and require the judge to order the surrender of firearms at a final peace order.  Unfavorably report Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee on a vote of 5 - 6.
HB 812/SB 617 - Public Schools - Dating Violence - Policy and Disciplinary Standards – This bill would require county boards of education to report incidents of dating violence to the State Board of Education.  Unfavorable report from the Senate Education Health and Environmental Affairs Committee.
HB 816 - Family Law - Child Custody Determinations – This bill would codify existing custody law.  Currently, all of the custody laws in Maryland are set out in case law.  During the last several years, there has been a lot of criticism that custody law in not written in the statute books.  This is an attempt to codify all of the custody case law into one written statute to make it easier for non-lawyers to navigate.  This bill is, in part, an attempt to respond to some of the concerns raised at the hearings on joint custody.  No vote from the House Judiciary Committee.

HB 1018 - Family Law - Protective Orders - Additional Relief  - This bill would authorize a judge in a final protective order to order the respondent to remain a specified distance away from a person eligible for relief, prohibit the respondent from being on a public or private road or parking lot adjacent to the residence of a person eligible for relief, and provide any other relief the judge determines is appropriate under the circumstances to protect a person eligible for relief.  Amended and passed in the House on a vote of 140 – 0. Amended and passed in the Senate.  The two versions were not reconciled before the end of the session and therefore the bill did not pass.
What happened to bills HRM was opposing?
HB 805 - Domestic Violence - Timely Reporting – This bill would require a petition for a protective order to be filed within 30 days after the alleged act of abuse on which the petition is based.  Withdrawn
HB 1052 - Family Law - Child Custody - Visitation Rights of Noncustodial Parents -  This bill would require the same visitation arrangements in all custody cases.  Unfavorable report from the House Judiciary Committee.
HB 1132/SB 909 - Family Law - Children's Civil Rights - Equal Parenting Time – This bill would create the presumption of joint custody in all divorce and custody cases.  This presumption would be extremely detrimental to victims of domestic violence.  It would force battered women to continue to have to communicate and negotiate with their batterers over issues of importance concerning the children even after they got divorce.    Joint custody orders allow emotional intimidation and psychological abuse to continue by forcing victims to negotiate and compromise with their batterers.   Many batterers will use joint custody, not as a way to co-parent, but as a way to gain continued and ongoing access to the victim. Batterers use this order of joint custody as a way to continue to control and dominate the victim.  These are the very reasons the victim sought to end the relationship. This places victims in danger of further violence, burdens the courts with post-judgment proceedings, and can cause mental harm to children who witness abuse.   No vote by the House Judiciary Committee or the Senate Judicial Proceedings Committee.  
HB 922 Criminal Procedure - Victims' Resource Center - Funding – This bill creates a recurring annual earmark for an individual private non-profit organization, the Victims Resource Center.  It singles out one organization to the detriment of other organizations which also serve victims of crime.  The House of Ruth believes that all victims’ organizations should have the opportunity to apply and compete for grant funding.  No vote by the House Judiciary Committee.
