2010 Maryland General Assembly

BILLS THAT PASSED

April 2010
HB 534/SB 867 - Domestic Violence - Protective Order – Extension - This bill would allow a judge to order a protective order for up to 2 years to a petitioner who is re-abused by the same respondent while another protective order is in effect.    PASSED.  
Sponsored by Delegate Jeff Waldstreicher, et al and Senator Anthony Muse, et al.

HB 106/SB 248 - Civil Cases – Maryland Legal Services Corporation Fund – Surcharges – This bill would raise the cost to file a civil case in court with the additional money going to fund legal services for the poor, including the House of Ruth Legal Clinic.  The new fees are expected to generate $6.1 million for legal services.  PASSED.    
Sponsored by Delegate Kathleen Dumais, et al and Senator Brian Frosh, et al.         

HB 1382/SB 554 - Rental Housing - Protection for Victims of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault  – This bill would give victims of domestic violence certain protections with respect to their landlords.  Under certain circumstances, it would allow a victim to break a lease if s/he believed it was not safe to stay in the rental unit, it would allow a victim to change the locks in the rental unit, and in some cases, it would protect a victim from being evicted because of the abuse.  PASSED.        Sponsored by Delegate Cheryl Glenn, et al and Senator Lisa Gladden.                                                                                                 
HB 1187/SB 390 - Baltimore City - Marriage License Fee – Increase- The Carole Alexander Act - The House of Ruth currently receives a portion of the fee generated by the sale of every marriage license issued in Baltimore City.  This bill would authorize the Baltimore City Council to raise the amount the City could charge for a marriage license so that the additional money could go to a domestic violence program.  PASSED  
Sponsored by Delegate Curt Anderson, et al and Senator Nathaniel McFadden
HB 665 - Domestic Violence – Conditions of Probation – Order to Carry or Wear a  Global Positioning System Device – The bill would allow a judge to order a defendant who is on probation for violation a protective order to carry a GPS to alert the victim if the defendant comes near the victim.  It is a pilot program in Prince George’s County.  PASSED.  
Sponsored by Delegate Ben Barnes.

HB 500/SB 252 - Child Support Guidelines – This bill  revises the schedule of basic child support obligations used to calculate the amount of child support award under the child support guidelines.  It was amended in the conference committee.  PASSED  
Sponsored by Delegate Jeff Waldstreicher, et al and Senator Brian Frosh, et al.

HB 1149/SB 935 - Denial or Dismissal of Domestic Violence Petition - Expungement of Records – This bill would authorize the court to order the shielding of dismissed or denied protective orders and peace orders under certain circumstances.  The domestic violence advocates worked closely with the sponsors of the bill to amend it to create additional protections for our clients.  PASSED.                                                          
Sponsored by Delegate Jill Carter and Senator Bobby Zirkin.
